
© Copyright The Hook July 2008.  --  Last Update: 23 June 09  --  Podcast details on page 10                                                         Page: 1 of 10
A  L  A  R  M  I  N  GMOST SMOKE DETECTORS DONʼT DETECT DEADLY SMOKE

“Itʼs truly alarming - it is so stunning and so horrifying and itʼs
 so hard to believe that itʼs something that people just donʼt know.”

 The Hook’s Courteney 
Stuart (left) with editor 
and publisher Hawes 
Spencer, after 
witnessing ionization 
smoke detectors 
failing to activate in 
deadly smoke from 
‘real world’ 
smoldering fires.

 Courteney Stuart, Senior Editor, ʻThe Hookʼ, Charlottesville, VA, USA.  October 2008

Podcast
page 10

Why NOT to Install Combination Smoke Alarms
“Ionization are more prone to nuisance alarms . . .
 Thatʼs  why people disable their [ionization smoke] detectors.”

Hear the Podcast from the link on page 10
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ʻThe Trouble with Smoke Detectorsʼ
  with The Hookʼs senior editor, Courteney Stuart

The International Association of Fire Chiefs first blew the whistle on ionization 
smoke alarms in their 1980, ʻResidential Smoke Alarm Reportʼ.  Tragically, 
the truth has been kept from the public and fire-fighters for almost 30 years.

A message from
The World Fire Safety Foundation

Federal court judges recently declared ionization smoke alarms as “defectively designed” and 
their failure to give a timely warning to be “a legal cause of deaths” (Hackert v BRK, 03/2008).  
Australian Government scientific test data has revealed flawed global standards testing of 
ionization smoke alarms which has allowed them to be ʻcertified as safeʼ when they are not.

The Hook's ʻALARMINGʼ exposé tells the simple, unbiased truth and is helping educate fire-
fighters, fire industry professionals and home owners around the world.

Adrian Butler, Chairman, The World Fire Safety Foundation
Queensland, Australia.  June 2009

Get Hooked!
www.ReadTheHook.com

Coy Barefoot

Courteney Stuart

“We are talking about people who..
 are dying and donʼt need to be dying.”                   

“Itʼs truly alarming … It is so stunning and
  so horrifying and itʼs so hard to believe that
  itʼs something that people just donʼt know.”
                               Courteney Stuart, Senior Editor, The Hook 

ʻALARMINGTheHook23June09.pdfʼ

12 July, 2008

Hear the Podcast
with Coy Barefoot

HERE > > > Coy Barefoot
Charlottesville Podcasting Network

Courtney Stuart joins Coy Barefoot to talk about her recent article on how many ʻsmokeʼ detectors 
do not necessarily do what their name describes.  Ionization smoke detectors are in 90 percent of 
American homes, and Stuart says they can only detect smoke from an open flame.
The Hook news team conducted fire tests with both ionization and photo-electric detectors to find
out which ones would provide the most early warning. 
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www.cvillepodcast.com/2008/07/12/hook-reporter-courtney-stuart-on-the-trouble-with-smoke-detectors

http://www.ReadTheHook.com
http://www.ReadTheHook.com
http://www.theworldfiresafetyfoundation.org
http://www.theworldfiresafetyfoundation.org
http://www.theworldfiresafetyfoundation.org
http://www.theworldfiresafetyfoundation.org
http://www.ReadTheHook.com
http://www.ReadTheHook.com
http://www.cvillepodcast.com/2008/07/12/hook-reporter-courtney-stuart-on-the-trouble-with-smoke-detectors/
http://www.cvillepodcast.com/2008/07/12/hook-reporter-courtney-stuart-on-the-trouble-with-smoke-detectors/
http://www.readthehook.com
http://www.readthehook.com
http://www.cvillepodcast.com/2008/07/12/hook-reporter-courtney-stuart-on-the-trouble-with-smoke-detectors
http://www.cvillepodcast.com/2008/07/12/hook-reporter-courtney-stuart-on-the-trouble-with-smoke-detectors

