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World Fire Safety Foundation
Letter to the Albany City Council

Re: Ordinance 2010-06 - Smoke Alarms

“What is so tragic is that these and other organisations who have written
  to the Council in good faith will have been subjected, as have the public
  at large, to decades of misinformation about ionization smoke alarms.”
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20 July, 2010
 
Attention:
- Chief Marc McGinn, Albany, California, USA
c.c.
- Joanne Wile, Mayor
- Farid Javandel, Vice Mayor
- Marge Atkinson, Robert Lieber and Peggy Thomsen, Council Members
- Beth Pollard, City Manager
- Robert Zweben, City Attorney
- Jennifer Mayerle, Journalist, CBS, Atlanta, USA
et al

By Email

Good Afternoon Chief McGinn

City of Albany Smoke Alarm Ordinance: 2010-06

I am writing further to recent discussions with you and your City Manager, Ms Beth Pollard, 
regarding Albany City Council’s Smoke Alarm Ordinance to mandate photoelectric smoke alarms/
detectors in the City of Albany.

In relation to letters received by the Council please note that Kiddie Residential and Commercial 
Division is a ‘Platinum Partner’ ($25-$50,000) of the Phoenix Society for Burns Survivors, a ‘Crystal 
Memorial’ Sponsor ($100,000 or more) for The National Fallen Fire Fighters Foundation, and in 
Safe Kids 2008 Annual Report, Kidde is listed as a Sponsor in the $100 - $999,000 category.

Please ask each member of your Council to examine pages 14-20 of the attached  ‘Class Action 
Complaint And Jury Demand’ document regarding a proposed Class Action Law Suit against the 
world’s four largest smoke alarm manufacturers (including Kidde).

What is so tragic is that these and other organisations who have written to the Council in good 
faith will have been subjected, as have the public at large, to decades of misinformation about 
ionization smoke alarms.  The Foundation will publish the rebuttals on our website that we are 
writing to each of these organisations to apprise them of the facts.

We note correspondence from Hughes Associates et al that states that Ordinance 2010-06 would 
“eliminate the use of ionization alarms.”  However, section 4.j of your ordinance states: “nothing in 
this ordinance shall prohibit or discourage the additional use of ionization or dual type alarms in 
additional locations.”

Here in Australia photoelectric smoke alarms have been mandatory in commercial buildings since 
April, 2004 (AS1670.1).  The official position of the Australasian Fire and Emergency Services 
Authorities Council, the peak representative body of all Australian and New Zealand Fire 
Departments, is “That all residential accommodation be fitted with photoelectric smoke 
alarms.”  Standards Australia has formally acknowledged the testing of ionization smoke alarms 
to our Smoke Alarm Standard (AS3786) is flawed and AS3786 has been rewritten to eliminate the 
flawed testing that has allowed ionization smoke alarms to be certified, and is pending adoption 
into legislation. 

The Foundation applauds the City of Albany for their Ordinance and Chief McGinn for joining the 
growing number of regulators, fire safety organisations and Fire Chiefs prepared to make a stand 
to properly protect their citizens from fire.

Sincerely

The World Fire Safety Foundation
Adrian Butler
Chairman, Co-Founder
Queensland, Australia

AUSTRALIA
23 Ocean Grove
Currumbin, QLD 4223
AUSTRALIA
P  +61 (0) 409 782 166
E  ab@TheWFSF.org

CANADA
Emergency Mgmnt Office
Fanshaw College, Ontario
CANADA  N5Y 5R6
P  +1 519 452 4430 ext 2948
F  +1 519 451 0513
E  sc@TheWFSF.org

UNITED STATES
PO Box 196
Citrus Heights
CA  95611-0196
USA
P  +1 916 721 7700
E  rp@TheWFSF.org
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Kidde - Phoenix Society Platinum Partner: $25,000 - $49,000:
www.Phoenix-Society.org/aboutus/partners
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Kidde - National Fallen Fire Fighters Foundation Crystal Memorial Sponsor: $100,000 or more:
www.FireHero.org/sponsors
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Kidde - Safe Kids WorldWide Sponsor: $100,000 - $999,000
Extracted from: Safe Kids WorldWide Annual Report July 07-June 08, ʻSponsorsʼ, page 17
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Hughes Associates Inc: See paragraph 5 on page 1.

Hughes Associates Inc: The AFAC et al does not agree with this statement:
www.TheWorldFireSafetyFoundation.org/afac
www.TheWorldFireSafetyFoundation.org/as
www.TheWorldFireSafetyFoundation.org/iaff
www.TheWorldFireSafetyFoundation.org/nzsc

Note:
Please ask Mr Daniel Gottuk, the author of this letter, if he personally, or Hughes Associates Inc.
receives payment, or any income either directly or indirectly from Kidde.
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